
ALBANY CITY COUNCIL AND HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 
JOINT MEETING 

 

MINUTES 
February 24, 2021 

6:00 p.m. 
Remote 

Approved Human Relations Commission:  May 25, 2021 
Approved by City Council:  July 14, 2021 

 

Call to Order and Pledge 
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Alex Johnson II and Councilors Dick Olsen (6:12 p.m.), Matilda 

Novak, Stacey Bartholomew, Ray Kopczynski (6:12 p.m.), Bessie Johnson, 
and Marilyn Smith. 

 
Councilors absent: None. 
 
Commissioners present: Miriam Cummins, Leslie Chartier, Greg Soriano, Derrick Samuels (left 7:02 

p.m.), Dana Morris, Juan Meave, and Stephanie Newton  
 
Commissioners absent: None.  
 
Introduction of Council and Commission Members  6:02 p.m. 

 
Mayor Alex Johnson II facilitated councilor and commissioner introductions. 
 

Review of the Human Relations Commission’s current duties and responsibilities and discussion on the 
Commission’s future role 6:07 p.m. 

 
City Manager Peter Troedsson welcomed councilors and commissioners and introduced Dr. Greg 
Hamann to facilitate the conversation. 
 
Hamann spoke about the expectations for the meeting and began to lead councilors and 
commissioners through questions* that were sent before the meeting. 
 
Individual councilors and commissioners spoke about the history of the Human Relations 
Commission, their visions for the commission, and answered the following questions: 
 

• What problems or challenges, if any, does the Human Relations Commission need to address 
or resolve? 

• How do you think the City of Albany will be different if and when the Human Relations 
Commission finishes its work? 

 



ALBANY CITY COUNCIL AND HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION JOINT MEETING MINUTES Page 2 of 2 
February 24, 2021 
 

After the discussion, Hamann suggested that notes from the meeting be assembled and changes to 
the commission’s charter be drafted for a second meeting to be held at a future date. Hamann 
volunteered to create the draft changes. 
 
Councilors and commissioners suggested action items to prepare for the next meeting: 
 

• Johnson II requested that each councilor and commissioner spend at least thirty minutes with 
at least three to four other councilors and commissioners to get to know each other. 

• Councilor Matilda Novak suggested that each councilor and commissioner return to the next 
meeting with one action item that they would like to see done in Albany. 

• Commissioner Stephanie Newton suggested that councilors and commissioners watch a 
panel where students from South Albany High School talk about acts of discrimination they 
have experienced. 

 
Commissioner Dana Morris said she believes it is important to, at some point, involve the community 
in the process of drafting changes to the commission charter. 

 
Next Meeting Date 

 
The next meeting is scheduled for March 22, 2021. 
 
Adjournment  
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Gabriel Shepherd     Kim Lyddane 
Recorder      Parks & Recreation Director 
 
 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The 
documents are available by emailing cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 
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