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MINUTES 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 

Regular Session  
REMOTE 

Approved: DRAFT 

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The mayor led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Alex Johnson II and Councilors Dick Olsen, Matilda Novak (joined the 

meeting at 6:14 p.m.), Stacey Bartholomew, Ray Kopczynski, Bessie Johnson, 
and Marilyn Smith 

 
Councilors absent: None. 
 
Proclamation 
a. Hispanic Heritage Month. 

Miriam Cummins read the proclamation in Spanish. 
Councilor Ray Kopczynski read the proclamation in English. 

 
Coin award presentation 

This item was moved down the agenda to accommodate internet connection problems. 
 

Public Hearings 6:07 p.m. 
a. Appeal for historic review of substitute materials at 420 Third Avenue SE, HI-12-21 

 
OPEN: Johnson II opened the public hearing at 6:08 p.m. 
 
No councilors declared a conflict of interest. Several councilors had made site visits. No councilors 
wished to abstain. 
 
Director of Community Development Matthew Ruettgers read the rules of testimony. 
 
Staff report: 
Planner II Nikki Cross presented the staff report, with slides.* She described the application and the 
noticing provided. She explained the review criteria and summarized testimony received. Staff 
recommends approval of the use of substitute materials. 
 
Kopczynski asked when the applicants became aware of the historic district requirements. Cross 
said at the time they received the code compliance case. 
 
Applicant testimony: 
Scott Miller, of Willamette Community Church, described the church’s efforts to improve the 
building. They began replacing windows about 20 years ago, a few at a time, as they had funds. 
They weren’t aware of historic renovation requirements until they received a stop work order, 
because no one had made any complaints before then. 
 
Lee Eick, a member of the church, showed slides.* He described the condition of the windows and 
explained the decision to replace them rather than repair them. He showed pictures of new windows 
in old buildings in the historic district.  
 
Councilor Dick Olsen asked if the church talked to contractors about repairing sashes and replacing 
glass with safety glass. Eick said they called three window refurbishers. One didn’t respond. One 
doesn’t do the work anymore, and one is out of state for the rest of the year. 
 
Kerry McQuillin called a point of order on the three-minute limit to testimony. She didn’t get that 
information when she registered to testify. Kidd reminded her that she signed up to testify as an 
individual, not as a member of the Landmarks Commission.  
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Testimony in favor: 6:48 p.m. 
Larry Crawford, 405 Jefferson Avenue SE, gave a history of the improvements to the windows. 
 
Barbara Ellich, 3135 Oxford Avenue, described the dangers of plate-glass windows.  
 
Amy Steele, 539 Third Avenue SE, also spoke about dangers posed by the existing windows. 
 
Mike Martin, 2997 NE Zuhlke Lane, talked about the donation that allowed the repair work on the 
west and south sides of the church. The 11 windows they want to replace are only 4.5 percent of 
the 240 total windows. 
 
Testimony against: 
Kerry McQuillin stated that she was testifying as an individual. She said most wood windows can be 
repaired. The Landmarks Commission works collaboratively with applicants. She believes the 
commission can help the church. 
 
Johnson II said McQuillin is speaking as a landmarks commission member. 
 
Richard Engeman, 955 5th Avenue SW, said he represented the Friends of Historic Albany. He said 
the applicant didn’t consider repairing the windows and he’s sure they can be repaired. 
 
Camron Settlemier, 230 7th Avenue SW, referred to several pages in the agenda packet and 
supported Engeman’s points. 
 
Bernadette Niederer, 1116 11th Avenue SW, said she doesn’t believe that the church wasn’t aware 
of the historic district regulations. The Landmarks Commission has more knowledge and experience 
than Cross or other staff. The council should listen to the commission rather than to City staff. 
 
CLOSE: Johnson II closed the public hearing at 7:31 p.m. 
 
Councilor Bessie Johnson said the church tried to get records of past window replacement, but no 
records were available. The Landmarks Commission denied the application. That doesn’t sound like 
they tried to work with the applicants. 
 
Councilor Matilda Novak said she’d like to see the original construction maintained. She thinks 
maybe CARA could help. 
 
Kopczynski said the arguments in favor of denial are stronger than staff’s recommendation to 
approve. The council should uphold the Landmarks Commission decision and require the church to 
do a phased project, including the windows that have already been replaced. 
 
Smith said McQuillin called the building a Charles Burggraf “masterpiece,” but a lot of the features 
that made it a masterpiece were removed in a renovation decades ago. CARA is no longer making 
small grants; they are focusing on the waterfront and two large projects. She agrees with a phased 
approach. 
 
MOTION: Novak moved to uphold the Landmarks Commission decision to deny the application 
with the condition that the commission find a way to work with the church to provide a way forward. 
Olsen seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 
 

Coin award presentation 8:00 p.m. 
This item was moved down the agenda to accommodate internet connection problems. 
Police Chief Marcia Harndon read a letter written by Code Compliance Officer Kris Schendel* in 
praise of Ilynn Winn’s service to the community. She presented Winn with a Chief’s Coin. 
 
The council recessed for a break at 8:04 p.m. 
 
The council reconvened at 8:12 p.m. 
 

b. Remand hearing for mixed-use buildings in Monteith National Register Historic District, HI-04-20  
 
OPEN: Johnson II opened the public hearing at 8:13 p.m. 
 
No councilors declared a conflict of interest. Several councilors had made site visits. No councilors 
wished to abstain. 
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Ruettgers read the rules of testimony. 
 
Staff report: 
Planner II David Martineau showed slides* and summarized the history of the application. The case 
has been remanded to the council for two issues: plans for proposed storage units, and sidewalk 
connection with the neighborhood. The proposed storage units have been removed from the 
project, and the extended sidewalks have been replaced with a landscape strip.  
 
City Attorney Sean Kidd explained that this is not a de novo hearing. The Landmarks Commission 
denied the original application. The applicant appealed the decision to the council, and the council 
approved the application, removing some of the Landmarks Commission’s conditions. That 
approval was appealed to the Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA), which has ordered the council to 
reconsider the sidewalk extensions and the accessory buildings. They have already been corrected 
by the applicant. 
 
Applicant testimony: 
Bill Kloos, attorney for the applicant, said the only things that can be considered tonight are the 
two issues LUBA sent back to the city. They have been removed, so there isn’t any further decision 
to be made.  
 
Testimony in favor: 
Sergio Cano Soto had signed up to speak but was not present. 
 
Testimony opposed: 
Settlemier said it looks like the sidewalks will be widened toward the buildings. The view on page 
40 in the agenda packet has been cropped, so the public can’t see the changes. He asked the council 
to deny the application. 
 
Mary McClean, 515 Fourth Ave SW, said if the applicants change the sidewalks so that the council 
approves the project, they will argue that they should be able to change the street parking as 
they’ve suggested to the council previously. 
 
Johnson said the last time the street changes were discussed, there was significant pushback from 
the community. Ruettgers added that the street is a completely separate proposal. 
 
Applicant rebuttal: 
Kloos suggested that the council approve the application with the condition that impervious 
sidewalk surface width along the frontage be no greater and no less than five feet  
 
CLOSE: Johnson II closed the public hearing at 8:56 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Smith moved to reaffirm the July 8, 2020, city council decision for the proposed new 
construction application HI-04-20 as conditioned in the current staff report and including a second 
condition that the sidewalk impervious surface width be no greater and no less than five feet. Novak 
seconded the motion, and it passed 5-1, with Olsen voting against. 
 

Business from the Public 
 
None. 
 

MOTION: Johnson moved to extend the meeting past 9:00 p.m. Kopczynski seconded the motion, and it 
passed 6-0. 

 
Second reading of ordinance 9:01 p.m. 

a. Non-conforming development code updates, DC-01-2021 
 
Kidd read the ordinance in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4441, WHICH 
ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE, BY AMENDING THE ALBANY 
DEVELOPMENT CODE TEXT AND ADOPTING FINDINGS 
 
MOTION: Smith moved to adopt the ordinance. Kopczynski seconded the motion, which passed 
5-1, with Olsen voting against, and was designated Ordinance No. 5966. 
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Approval of Contract 9:08 p.m. 
a. Cooperative purchase of compost loader 
 
Wastewater Superintendent Craig Prosser said the wheel loader is needed for the Class A composting 
facility, which will be completed soon. He described the vehicle and the warranty and explained why 
the department intends to buy new equipment rather than used. Funds are already allocated for the 
purchase. 
 
Olsen expressed concern about staff’s ability to maintain and repair the loader. Prosser said public 
works maintenance staff are familiar with John Deere equipment and prefer it for repairs.  
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the resolution. Smith seconded the motion, which passed 6-0 and 
was designated Resolution No. 7055. 
 

Adoption of Consent Agenda  
a. Ratification of appointments 

1) Appointing Pat Kidd to the Public Safety Commission 
2) Appointing Garry Barnes to the Airport Advisory Commission 
3) Appointing Becky Lippmann to the Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission 

b. Approval of minutes 
1) August 25, 2021, council meeting 
 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the consent agenda as presented. Smith seconded the motion, 
and it passed 6-0. 
 

Staff Report 9:18 p.m. 
a. Parks services officer 
 
MOTION: Smith moved to approve creation of the position. Kopczynski seconded the motion, which 
passed 5-1, with Johnson voting against. 

 
Business from the Council 9:19 p.m. 

 
None. 
 

City manager report 
 
None. 
 

Next Meeting Dates 
Monday, October 25, 2021; 4:00 p.m. work session 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021; 6:00 p.m. meeting 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Allison Liesse Peter Troedsson 
City Clerk City Manager  
 
 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. Documents from staff 
are posted to the website after the meeting. Documents submitted by the public are available by emailing 
cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 
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