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MINUTES 
Wednesday, August 25, 2021 

Regular Session  

REMOTE 
Approved: October 13, 2021 

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The mayor led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Alex Johnson II and Councilors Dick Olsen, Stacey Bartholomew, Ray 

Kopczynski, Bessie Johnson, and Marilyn Smith. Councilor Matilda Novak joined at 
6:05 p.m. 

 
Councilors absent: None. 
 
Presentation 

 
Johnson II recognized retiring Human Resources Director Danette Jamison. Her outstanding leadership and 
dedication to collaborative human resources principles and practices have helped ensure that Albany’s 
workforce embodies the City’s mission, vision, and values.  

 
In recognition of Jamison’s 29 years of service, City Manager Peter Troedsson presented her with a key to the 
City. Troedsson said Jamison’s impact will be felt long after she retires. In the last year and half during the 
pandemic, Jamison’s human resources policies helped us to look after the health and safety of our employees. 
Troedsson thanked Jamison for her service. 
 
Councilor Dick Olsen lost connection with the virtual meeting. 
 

Business from the public 
 

The following persons submitted items for the record. All materials have been forwarded to the council: Toni 
Bedford*, Albany; and C. Jefferey Evans*, Albany.  
 
The following persons signed up to speak: Marie Loiseau, Corvallis; Mercedes Strowbridge, Albany; Toni 
Bedford, Albany; and Kim Catarius, Albany. 
 
Loiseau spoke about fire code requirements for automatic sprinklers in a single-family residence if there will 
be childcare in the new dwelling. Loiseau described conversations she had with city staff about the sprinkler 
requirements and referenced portions of state law that may allow modifications. The cost to install would be 
over $10,000. The childcare facility has been certified and Loiseau said Bedford wants to operate the facility 
while the decision about modifications is being made by council and staff.  
 
Bedford spoke about her childcare business, Bedford Learning Programs. She said the alternate fire safety 
measures can be allowed if the building code official can be persuaded. Bedford met with Building Official 
Manager Johnathan Balkema. The costs for Sprinklers are expensive and will take several weeks to install. This 
will hurt her business and other small businesses. Requiring a design professional is expensive and impractical.  
 
Community Development Director Matthew Ruettgers said this issue falls under state building code, and the 
city is simply the administrator of the building code. The city does so without prejudice or personal opinions.  
 
Balkema said he spoke with the state. Using alternative methods and materials, and the design professional, 
would help to meet the intent of the code.  
 
Ruettgers said now that Bedford has submitted a proposal, he encourages her to meet with staff to look at 
the process. Staff wants to be helpful, but unfortunately must still work within the state’s code requirements.  
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Adoption of resolutions  6:27 p.m. 
a. Supplemental Budget 

Finance Director Jeanna Yeager said this was discussed at the August 23, 2021, work session. The 
councilors had no questions.    

 
MOTION: Councilor Ray Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution and Councilor Stacey Bartholomew 
seconded. The motion passed 5-0 and was designated Resolution No. 7038. 
 

b. Special Procurement for video footage, ICMA TV  
  
Troedsson described the highlights the video footage would include. The promotional videos will be 
shown at the ICMA Annual Conference in October and can then be used by the City for economic 
development, HR recruitment, and business development. Communications & Engagement Officer Matt 
Harrington will lead the project. Staff is requesting that the council approve this resolution. 
 
MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution and Councilor Marilyn Smith seconded. The motion 
passed 5-0 and was designated Resolution No. 7039. 
  
Johnson II allowed Mercedes Strowbridge, Albany, to speak. She explained the stress of finding childcare, 
particularly during the pandemic. She wants the City to work on a solution for Bedford’s newest childcare 
center. 
 
Troedsson said there is a misperception that the council can actually do something about state legislation 
regarding fire sprinklers. The city council cannot change state code. Staff supports small business and 
economic development and is sensitive to the short supply of childcare. However, city staff has to operate 
under the state’s rules. 
 

Approval of Agreement  6:38 p.m. 
Intergovernmental agreement with OSU for APD to provide sworn police services  

 
Police Chief Marcia Harden said this IGA will allow APD to help with OSU’s large-scale events. There is no 
cost to the city; we will be fully reimbursed. It will not impact days off. Employees would be covered by 
the city’s insurance, but if there were an incident, OSU would reimburse the City. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the resolution and Kopczynski seconded. The motion passed 5-0 and 
was designated Resolution No. 7040. 

 
Adoption of consent agenda 
a. Appointing Jennifer Garner-Kizer to the Airport Advisory Commission.   
b. Approval of minutes  

1) February 24, 2021, Human Relations Commission and City Council joint meeting   
2) March 22, 2021, Human Relations Commission and City Council joint meeting 
3) July 28, 2021, council meeting 

c. Recommendation to OLCC  
1) Approve full on-premises commercial liquor license for The Squeaky Cork, 136 First Avenue SW  
 
Smith asked for item a., Appointing Jennifer Garner-Kizer to the Airport Advisory Commission, to be 
removed from the consent agenda. 
 
Johnson noted a correction needed for item b.3). Johnson noted that the minutes should be revised to 
show that Kopczynski was excused, not absent. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the consent agenda with item a. removed; and with item b.3) revised 
as noted. Kopczynski seconded and the motion passed 5-0. 

 
Olsen rejoined the meeting. 
 

Staff reports 6:48 p.m. 
a. Designation of voting delegate and alternate for LOC Conference  

 
Troedsson said the council needs to designate a voting delegate and an alternate for the League of 
Oregon Cities (LOC) annual conference.  
 
MOTION: Smith moved to appoint Johnson II as the voting delegate, and Smith or Troedsson as 
alternates. Johnson seconded and the motion passed 6-0. 
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b. ARPA funding discussion, direction  
 

Troedsson said this item was moved from the July 28 council meeting at Johnson II’s request. The 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds are a result of President Biden’s funding package of 2021. Albany 
received $4.2 million in May 2021 and will receive another $4.2 million in May 2022. 
 
Troedsson showed a PowerPoint* that described the US Treasury Guidance regarding what the funds 
could be used for. Twenty-six key community members were asked to review and rate various projects, 
identified by staff, based on the review criteria outlined in the staff report.  
 
The Council discussed the ARPA funds at the July 26, 2021, work session. The one-time funds should not 
be used to plug budget holes. 
 
Staff then prioritized the results of that survey and considered the feasibility of the projects. The resulting 
projects are outlined in the staff memo in the agenda packet:  
 

Community 
Ranking Project Proposed Cost 

1 Upgrade wireless network $40,000  
2 Upgrade storage area network (SAN) 300,000  
3 Generator for raw water pump station 1,000,000  
4 Composting capacity improvements 2,300,000  
8 ADA improvements in parks 200,000  
10 Cox Creek interceptor 4,517,000  
14 Bookmobile for library 43,000 

 Total $8,400,000  
 
Troedsson noted that the City recently received a settlement in litigation, and as a result Project 4., 
composting capacity improvements, could be removed from the funding list. Those funds could then be 
applied to Water Treatment Plant membrane modules; we could research the applicability of those funds 
to ADA compliance; or could apply the funds to Project 10., Cox Creek interceptor.  
 
Troedsson noted that there were some misconceptions about Cox Creek that staff will address. In the 
meantime, Troedsson suggested the council give staff direction to go ahead with a $1.3 million 
expenditure for items 1, 2, 3, 8, and 14, as outlined on the staff report. 
 
Olsen wants to consider item 9, Capitalize COVID pivot business forgivable loan/grants fund. It did not 
make the staff list.  

Public Works Director Chris Bailey said Cox Creek is key to growth and relates to housing affordability. 
Bailey said it is true that Cox Creek needs to be completed for the growth on the east side of I-5, but there 
are already problems with that main. There have been sanitary sewer overflows from that main and 
without backflow prevention devices, it can overflow into people’s basements. Even without future 
growth, the main is already undersized. There are current and ongoing concerns unrelated to growth. 
 
When considering the capacity that could be related to future growth, it could be paid for with System 
Development Charges (SDCs). By using 100% SDC revenue to pay towards the debt, there is none left for 
capital projects. One way or the other, replacing the existing main in Cox Creek has to be completed. 

 
Bailey described the route of the pipe and said the curvature by Swan Lake is where the immediate 
problem is.  There are other phases beyond what this would pay for. 
 
The council concurred to approve all except for items 4 and 10, which will come back for discussion later. 
 
Olsen wants to consider the COVID pivot business forgivable loan/grant funds. He talked about what he’s 
been hearing about small businesses and the job market. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to proceed with funding projects identified as 1, 2, 3, 8, and 14, on page 47 of 
the agenda packet. Olsen seconded and the motion passed 6-0. 
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Business from the council 
 

Olsen asked about Bedford’s estimate for sprinklers. Ruettgers described the requirements for sprinklers in 
residential vs. commercial structures. Discussion followed about the state law, whether the city has flexibility, 
and possible resolutions that Bedford and city staff could discuss. 

 
 Johnson II spoke about community events, hiring opportunities, and the libraries. 

 
City manager report 
 

Troedsson spoke about the difficult position building officials finds themselves in. Ruettgers and Balkema 
have to carry out and administer the code to the best of their abilities, while trying to help applicants as 
much as they are able to accomplish their goals. 
 
Troedsson said that with the recent spikes in COVID-19 cases, the NW Art and Air Festival has been 
canceled. From a risk management perspective, the City had no choice but to cancel, and fortunately, the 
sponsors understand and support the decision. 

 
Next meeting dates 

Wednesday, September 8, 2021, 6:00 p.m. regular meeting 
Monday, September 20, 2021, 4:00 p.m. work session 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021, 6:00 p.m. regular meeting 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Mary Dibble Peter Troedsson 
City Clerk City Manager  
 
 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. Documents from staff are 
posted to the website after the meeting. Documents submitted by the public are available by emailing 
cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 
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